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SUBJECT: NEW ROMANIAN AMBASSADOR TO POLAND 

1 . RCP DAILY "SCINTEIA" ANNOUNCED MAY 18 THAT FORMER MINISTER 
OF TOURISM ION COSMA HAS BEEN NAMED AMBASSADOR TO POLAND, RE- 
PLACING AUREL DUCA. COSMA, ONE OF THE LAST GHEORGHIU -DEJ PRO- 
TEGEES TO HAVE BEEN HELD OVER IN THE CEAUSESCU REGIME, HAD 
BEEN IN LIMBO SINCE BEING REPLACED AT THE TOURISM MINISTRY 

IN THE MARCH 1978 GOVERNMENT SHAKE-UP. 

2. COSMA (SOMETIMES SPELLED "COZMA") HAS HAD AN UNDISTINGUISHED 
IF VARIED CAREER OF THE ROMANIAN POLITICAL ROLLER-COASTER. 

RUMORED TO HAVE BEEN A SECURITATE (SECURITY POLICE) OFFICIAL 

IN HIS EARLY CAREER, HE SERVED AS MINISTER OF RAILWAYS IN 
1956-57, AND AS MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY FROM 
1957 TO 1961 . IN 1962 HE MOVED TO THE KEY POST OF PRESIDENT 
OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE BUCHAREST PEOPLE'S COUNCIL 
(EQUIVALENT TO MAYOR), BUT WAS DEMOTED TO VICE-PRESIDENT 
OF THE COUNCIL IN 1968 AS CEAUSESCU EASED HIS PREDECESSOR'S 
APPOINTEES OUT OF MORE IMPORTANT SLOTS. IN DECEMBER 1970 
COSMA WAS SHIFTED TO THE NEWLY CREATED BUT LOW-RANKING 
MINISTRY OF TOURISM. COSMA HAS BEEN A MEMBER OF THE RCP 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE SINCE 1955, AND WAS A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL 
OF STATE DURING THIS TIME WITH THE BUCHAREST PEOPLE'S COUNCIL. 
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3. AS MINISTER OF TOURISM, COSMA WAS KNOWN TO COMPLAIN 
THAT TOURISM HAD NO PRIORITY WITHIN THE GOR. THE DILEMMA 
OF HIS ASSIGNMENT WAS TO INCREASE WESTERN (I.E. HARD 
CURRENCY) TOURISM IN A STATE WHICH GENERALLY LACKS MODERN 
TOURIST FACILITIES, IS RELUCTANT TO EXPEND DEVELOPMENT 
FUNDS ON TOURISM, AND IS TEMPTED TO REGARD TOURISM AS A 
SECURITY THREAT AGAINST WHICH THE ROMANIAN POPULATION MUST 
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BE QUARANTINED. STAGE WAS SET FOR COSMA’S DISMISSAL BY 
POOR 1977 TOURIST FIGURES CAUSED BY EARTHQUAKE AND BY MIS- 
MANAGEMENT AND UNRELIABILITY OF TOURIST SERVICES, WHICH LED 
TO CANCELLATIONS OF BOOKINGS BY WEST GERMAN AGENCIES. COSMA 
WAS RUMORED TO BE PARTICULARLY UNDER A CLOUD AFTER ANGRY 
ROMANIAN TOURISTS AT BLACK SEA RESORT OF NEPTUNE WERE 
EVICTED FROM HOTEL ROOMS LAST SUMMER TO MAKE WAY FOR LARGE 
OFFICIAL PARTY ACCOMPANYING CEAUSESCU AND FOR HARD CURRENCY- 
PAYING WESTERN TORUISTS. DISPLACED ROMANIANS REPORTEDLY 
DEMONSTRATED OUTSIDE CEAUSESCU VILLA AT NEPTUNE, AND DIS- 
MISSAL OF RESPONSIBLE MINISTER WOULD HAVE BEEN CLASSIC 
CEAUSESCU RESPONES. 

4. COSMA IS APPARENTLY IN HIS EARLY 60'S, AND REPORTEDLY 
SUFFERED A MILD HEART ATTACK IN1971. AMBASSADORSHIP IN 
WARSAW REPRESENTS HIS RETIREMENT FROM DOMESTIC SCENE. 

TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, COSMA HAS NO PREVIOUS FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
EXPERIENCE, AND FROM HIS BACKGROUND WE DO NOT INFER ANY 
LIKELY TRENDS IN POLISH-ROMANIAN RELATIONS; HIS APPOINTMENT, 
RATHER, ILLUSTRATES GOR LABOR-RELATIONS PRINCIPLE WITH 
SENIOR CADRES THAT ECLIPSE SELDOM MEANS UNEMPLOYMENT. 

AGGREY 
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